Social Studies Chapter Notes
Chapter 1

Lesson 1

Ice Ages – periods of extreme cold
	-thousands of years old

Glaciers – huge sheets of ice

Land Bridges – created by water level dropping
	-Beringia

Civilization – culture with government, education, and religion

Artifact – object made by people in the past

Maya
1. Live in Mexico and Guatemala
2. Farmers, artists, scientists, and historians
3. Calendars divided into 260 days
4. Recorded dates, times, and events such as conquests
5. Built pyramids as temples to their gods

Mound Builders – built mounds to bury their dead
	-Ohio

Anasazi – Four Corners – Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona
	-lived on cliffs



Lesson 2

Aztecs
1. Tenochtitlán – capital
2. “floating gardens” – used to grow food
3. Empire – area of different people ruled by one government
4. War was important
5. Turned prisoners into slaves

Incas
1. Cuzco – capital
2. Built empire by conquering neighbors
3. Pachakuti – expanded empire
4. Built 
