Social Studies Chapter Notes
Chapter 3

Lesson 1

Merchants – people buy and sell to earn and living

Marco Polo
· Traveled from Europe to China
· Kublai Khan – ruler of China
· Liked Marco Polo
· Told stories about travels
· Put into a book
· About land outside Europe
· Geography of Asia
· Influenced Europeans to look for other sources of trade

Silk Road – trade route between Asia and Europe



Lesson 2

Currency – coins, paper, or gold used as money

Trading with other countries led to the development of banking.

Songhai
1. Gold and salt
2. Caravan – group of people traveling together
3. Sunni Ali – king
4. Timbuktu – location between salt and gold
-important trade center

Zhu Di – new emperor of China
	-silk trading

Zheng He – ships to explore








Lesson 3

Prince Henry
1. Portugal
2. Reach Asia by ship with scientists
3. Magnetic compass and astrolabe
4. Created caravel

Bartolomeu Dias
1. Sail around southern Africa
2. “Cape of Storms” – “Cape of Good Hope”

Vasco de Gama
1. Sailed to east Africa
2. 1st European to reach Asia by sea
3. Could trade w/o Silk Road
