Current Events Assignment 
Objective:
 Keeping yourself up-to-date with events taking place around the world is an important part of any social studies class.  It is perhaps impossible to produce responsible citizens, who are able to make informed decisions about our society, unless our young people have some knowledge about what is taking place in the world around them.  Consequently, as part of this class you will be responsible for writing a monthly current event blog.  
Blog Requirements: 
· Use information from the news, newspapers, magazines, or you can also use one of the following websites to find a school appropriate current event: 
· CNN News
· MSNBC News
· Yahoo News
· Once you have found your current event article you will be required to post a response of at least 250 words to the appropriate current events blog. 
· Please treat this assignment like you would treat writing a paper.  
· Your response should include a summary of your article and you should also include your opinion about the article.  Make sure that you do not plagiarize in your response!  Plagiarism is a form of cheating and you will receive a zero for any plagiarized blogs. 
· Your original entry is due on the 20th of each month.  Keep in mind that you can post your current event blog before the 20th if you wish to do so.
· In addition to posting your current event article, you will also be required to respond to at least five other current event articles.  Your responses should start by say “Responding to . . .” and they need to be a minimum of 25 words. 
· Your five responses are due by the end of each month. 
Grading:  
· Your current event blog will be worth a total of 50 points each month. 
· You can earn up to 25 points for your original entry. (On time = 5 points, grammar = 5 points, and content = 15 points).
· You can earn up to 25 points for your responses to the original entries of other people.  (On time = 5 points, grammar = 5 points, and content = 15 points).
